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Unmasking the Shadows: Taking on
Organised Crime

¢ Cracking Down on Organised Crime: A New Chapter in
the Criminal Justice System

m A dedicated section has been introduced in Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023 to combat organised crime,
ensuring no room for unlawful activities orchestrated
by syndicates, which pose a grave threat to the internal
security of the country.

m Section 111 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023
defines organised crime and targets a range of offences
including kidnapping, robbery, cyber-crimes, and more.

m Offences which were either not clearly defined or non-
existent in the previous statute have been introduced
in Section 112(petty organised crime), which clearly
includes offences such as snatching, shoplifting, betting or
gambling and selling examination papers.

m Activities committed individually or by organised crime
syndicates, using violence, threats, or coercion are now

A punishable offences.
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¢ Economic Offences Defined: Safeguarding Financial
Integrity

m “Economic Offences” now include a spectrum of
crimes such as criminal breach of trust, forgery, hawala
transactions, mass-marketing fraud, and schemes to

defraud several persons or banking/financial institutions.

¢ Stringent Punishment to Deter Offenders

m In case the offence leads to loss of life, the perpetrator
shall face either death penalty or life imprisonment,
coupled with a mandatory fine of not less than 10 lakh.
Additionally, there are provisions for individuals aiding in
the commission of organised crimes, along withappropriate

punishments.

¢ Tough Provisions for Proclaimed Offenders

m Forfeiture as a Consequence: The proclaimed offenders
would be penalised through forfeiture of their properties.

m Trial in Absentia: Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) 2023 allows courts to conduct trials of proclaimed

offenders even in their absence.
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